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Phonics Terminology

blending – Putting together the sounds in a word in order to read it, 
e.g. ‘f – r – o – g, frog’.

phoneme - Any one of the 44 sounds which make up words in the 
English language.

grapheme – Letter name. There can be more than one way to spell a 
phoneme. For example, the phoneme ‘ai’ is spelt differently in each of 
the words ‘way’, ‘make’, ‘fail’, ‘great’, ‘sleigh’ and ‘lady’.

– two letters that make one sound e.g kick, sick, singDigraph

segmenting – Breaking a word into its constituent sounds in order 
to spell them, e.g. ‘frog, f – r – o – g’.



1. Environmental sounds

2. Instrumental sounds

3. Body percussion

4. Rhythm and rhyme

5. Alliteration

6. Voice sounds

7. Oral blending and segmenting

Phase One

Phase 1 has seven aspects, with a focus on listening skills.
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Phase Three



Blending



Blending – How you can help

board games 

match games 

Reading and going over 
sounds daily



Blending – How you can help



Writing Tips

-Begin by recapping sounds

-Repeat the word multiple times

-Hold up 3 fingers for 3 sounds

-Encourage children to read their work back 

and self- correct 





Tricky Words - 

Once upon a 
time, 

There

Who lived

Unfortunately

Luckily



- Rehearse the sentence 
- Use word banks for longer 

words
- Encourage them to sound it 

out
- Praise phonetically 

plausible attempts e.g 
elifint, blud, breeth

- Encourage children to read 
what they have written 
back

Sentence Progression

1 – sentence stems I can see the dog. 

2- + in, on, at etc. I can see the cat on the mat. 
I can see the pig in the mud. 

3- More complicated 
sentences

The cat sat on the mat. 
The dog is at the top. 
The pig is in the mud.

4 – longer sentences 
include conjunction

I went to the shop and I got a drink. 
Run run run as fast as you can. 
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Helping Your Child at Home

play games provide opportunities 
for writing

provide 
opportunities for 

reading
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